ABOUT THE BOOK

This book provides an accurate and complete representation of the Advanced
Placement Examination in English Literature and Composition. The six practice
exams and four review sections are based on the most recently administered AP
English Literature and Composition Exams. Each exam takes three hours to
complete and includes every type of question that can be expected to appear on
the actual exam. Following each exam is an answer key complete with detailed
explanations designed to clarify the material for the student.

By studying the review sections, completing all six exams, and studying the
answer explanations, students can discover their strengths and weaknesses and
prepare themselves for the actual AP English Literature and Composition Exami-
nation.

ABOUT THE TEST

The Advanced Placement program is designed to allow high school students to
pursue college-level studies while attending high school. The exam is usually
administered to high school students who have completed a year's study in a
college-level literature and composition course. The results are then used for
determining course credit and/or placement level in college.

The Advanced Placement English Literature and Composition course is de-
signed to represent college-level English studies. Students are expected to leave
the course with college-level writing skills, knowledge of literary terms, and an
ability to read prose and poetry critically. The course is intended for students
with a strong background in literature and writing.

The exam is divided into two sections:

1. Multiple-choice: This section is composed of approximately sixty multiple-
choice questions designed to measure the student’s ability to understand and
analyze English literature. The questions are based on two poems and two
prose passages. This section tests the student’s ability to understand and
analyze passages of prose and poetry, rather than a knowledge of literary
history. The questions vary in complexity and difficulty, and require the
student to make critical judgments about the language, structure, tone, imag-
ery, etc., of poems and prose written in English from the Renaissance to the
present. The student has 60 minutes to complete this section of the exam,
which counts for forty-five percent of the final grade.

2. Free-response:This section is composed of three essay questions designed
to measure the student’s ability to write coherent, intelligent, well-organized
essays on literary topics. Two of the essays are based on given texts (one
prose passage and one poem), and the third essay requires the student to
discuss a general topic in relation to a selection from a given list of works.



The student has 120 minutes to complete this section, which counts for fifty-
five percent of the final grade.

ABOUT THE REVIEW SECTIONS

The reviews in this book are designed to further students’ understanding of the
test material. Each review includes techniques students can use to enhance their
reading and writing abilities to earn higher scores on the exam. Each review
contains several sample essays with explanations of what analytical skills and
writing techniques make them successful. The reviews also discuss extensively
the variety of literary genres, terms, and devices which the student will be re-
quired to know for the exam. The four review sections in this book correspond
with the four topics covered on the AP exam:

READING PROSE This review covers the various forms of prose the stu-
dent may encounter on the AP exam, including novels, short stories, essays,
and satire. Also included is a section covering general rules and ideas about
fiction and non-fiction, as well as tips on how to analyze prose passages for
the test.

READING POETRY Every type of poetry the student can encounter on the
AP exam is described in detail with examples. Genre, structure, convention,
and poetic form are all given ample discussion. Definitions and examples
appear in this section for such terms as onomatopoeia, masculine/feminine
rhyme, paradox, allusion, and many others, as well as study hints to help the
student analyze poetry for the test.

READING DRAMA This review gives extensive examples of the types of
guestions which could be asked about drama on the AP exam. Sample essays
discuss various types of drama, including conflict, character, and types of
plays. Classic works such astigone The Glass Menageri@ndDeath of a
Salesmarare used to illustrate the topics covered.

WRITING ESSAYS The Writing Essays review gives a comprehensive
overview of the skills needed to write clear, coherent, and intelligent essays
which meet the standards of the AP graders. Sections on form, structure, and
punctuation guide the student and instruct him on how to write the best essay
for the AP. Also included are tips for writing outlines for better essay organi-
zation. A sample topic and essay show the tools discussed in use.

ABOUT THE INDEX OF LITERARY WORKS

In the back of this book you will find an extensive index which lists all of the
literary works which are mentioned in this book. In addition to helping you find
where specific works are located in the tests, this index also serves as a suggested
reading list of many of the literary classics you should read to help familiarize



yourself with all the terms and genres you will need to know. Reading these
works is excellent preparation for taking the AP English Literature test.

SCORING THE EXAM

The multiple-choice section of the exam is scored by crediting each correct
answer with one point and deducting one-fourth of a point for each incorrect
answer. Unanswered questions receive neither a credit nor a deduction. The free
response essays are graded by over 1,500 instructors and professors who gather
together each June for a week of non-stop AP essay grading. Each essay booklet
is read and scored by four graders. Each grader provides a score for the indi-
vidual essays. This score is a number on a scale from 0 to 9, 0 being the lowest
and 9 the highest. These scores are covered up so that the next grader does not
see them. When the essays have been graded four times, the scores are averaged,
one score for each of the three essays, so that the free response section is com-
prised of three scores.

The three essays are weighted equally, and the total weight of the free-re-
sponse section is sixty percent of the total score. The multiple-choice section
comprises forty percent of the total score. Each year the overall grades fluctuate
because the grading scale depends upon the performance of students in past AP
administrations. The following method of scoring and the corresponding chart
will give you anapproximation of your score. It does not indicate the exact
score you would get on the actual AP English Examination, but rather the score
you achieved on the sample tests in this book.

SCORING THE MULTIPLE-CHOICE SECTION

For the multiple-choice section, use this formula to calculate your raw score:

o ( x1/4) = (round to the nearest whole number)
number number raw
right wrong score

SCORING THE FREE-RESPONSE SECTION

For the free response section, use this formula to calculate your raw score:
+ + = (round to the nearest whole number)
essay essay essay raw
#1 #2 #3 score

You may want to give your essays three different grades, such as a 5, an 8, and
a 6, and then calculate your score three ways: as if you did well, average, and
poorly. This will give you a safe estimate of how you will do on the actual exam.
Try to be objective about grading your own essays. If possible, have a friend,
teacher, or parent grade them for you. Make sure your essays follow all of the AP
requirements before you assess the score.

fii



THE COMPOSITE SCORE

To obtain your composite score, use the following method:

.984 x = (weighted multiple-choice scorele-not round)
multiple-choice
raw score

3.333x = (weighted free-response scods-Aot round)
free response
raw score

Now, add the two weighted sections together and round to the nearest
whole number. The result is your total composite score. Compare your score
with this table to approximate your grade:

AP Grade Composite Score Range
5 100-150
4 86-99
3 68-85
2 46-67
1 0-45

These overall scores are interpreted as follows: 5-extremely well qualified; 4-
well qualified; 3-qualified, 2-possibly qualified; and 1-no recommendation. Most
colleges will grant students who earn a 3 or above either college credit or ad-
vanced placement. Check with your guidance office about specific school re-
guirements.



